


POWER OVER FOOD SYSTEMS - FROM SEEDS TO PLATE -
IS BECOMING EVER MORE CONCENTRATED IN THE HANDS
OF A FEW CORPORATIONS.





















CORPORATE CONTROL OVER FOOD SYSTEMS - AND STATE
SUPPORT FOR THIS - UNDERMINES THE ENJOYMENT OF THE
HUMAN RIGHT TO FOOD AND NUTRITION IN MULTIPLE WAYS,

AND IS ONE OF THE LEADING CAUSES OF HUNGER
AND MALNUTRITION,

THE INDUSTRIAL FOOD SYSTEM RELIES ON THE EXPLOITATION OF
PEOPLE AND NATURE. THIS ALLOWS IT TO KEEP COSTS LOW AND INCREASE PROFITS.
INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE - BASED ON MONOCULTURES, CHEMICAL INPUTS, AND
COMMERCIAL SEEDS - 1S A CORNERSTONES OF THE SYSTEM, AS IS THE BOLD POLITICAL
INFLUENCE THAT FOOD CORPORATIONS HOLD.









THE INDUSTRIAL FOOD SYSTEM PLAYS
A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE DESTRUCTION
OF ECO-SYSTEMS AND IS A MAJOR
CONTRIBUTOR TO GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

DEFORESTATION, WASTEFUL USE AND DEPLETION OF NATURAL RESOURCES, AND THE POLLUTION
OF WATER SOURCES, SOIL AND AIR ARE FURTHER FEATURES. THE RUSH FOR EVER MORE
LAND TO PRODUCE, AND AS FINANCIAL ASSET, HAS RESULTED IN MASSIVE LAND AND WATER
6RABBING WITH DETRIMENTAL IMPACTS ON THE COMMUNITIES WHO LIVE ON THE LAND AND
DEPEND ON IT FOR THEIR RIGHT TO FOOD AND NUTRITION.






WORKERS IN THE INDUSTRIAL FOOD CHAIN ARE OFTEN SUBJECTED
TO POOR WORKING CONDITIONS, INCLUDING EXPOSURE TO HIGHLY
TOXIC CHEMICALS, WITH DETRIMENTAL IMPACTS ON THEIR HEALTH AND
WELL-BEING. THEY RELY ON SUB-LIVING WAGES, INADEQUATE
SOCIAL PROTECTION, AND CONFRONT SEXUAL AND OTHER FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AND EXPLOITATION, WHILE THEY OFTEN SEE THEIR
BASIC POLITICAL RIGHTS SUPPRESSED.






SMALL-SCALE FOOD PRODUCERS AND PEASANT FOOD WEBS ARE
"SQUEEZED" BY THE CORPORATE FOOD SYSTEM AND RELATED TRADE
RULES. THIS INCLUDES LOSS OF CONTROL OVER WHAT AND HOW TO

PRODUCE, PRESSURE ON PRICES, DEPENDENCY ON COMMERCIAL

AGRICULTURAL INPUTS AND RELATED DEBT, LAND GRABBING AND
DISPLACEMENT, AND PRIVATIZATION OF AND POLLUTION OF COMMON

RESOURCES THEY RELY ON.






AGGRESSIVE MARKETING OF ULTRA-PROCESSED EDIBLE PRODUCTS
("JUNK FOOD"y, ESPECIALLY TO CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS,
AND THE CROWDING OUT OF FARMERS' MARKETS AND SMALL

VENDORS BY LARGE RETAIL CHAINS HAVE DETRIMENTAL IMPACTS

ON PEOPLE'S FOOD CULTURES, DIETS, AND HEALTH.






THE PROMOTION OF ULTRA-PROCESSED PACKAGED FOOD
FOSTERS THE HOMOGENIZATION OF DIETS AND THEREBY
ERODES COMMUNITIES' CULTURE AND KNOWLEDGE RELATED
TO FOOD AND NUTRITION.

CULINARY PRACTICES THAT PROMOTE 600D NUTRITION AND HEALTH, WHILE BEING
ROOTED IN LOCAL CONTEXTS, RESOURCES, AND CROP VARIETIES ARE REPLACED
BY HOMOGENOUS DIETS BASED ON A NARROW RANGE OF CROPS. CONFIDENCE OF
COMMUNITIES ON HOW TO BEST NOURISH THEIR CHILDREN BY USING FRESH AND

DIVERSE LOCAL FOOD AND BREASTFEEDING 1S UNDERMINED.









AS THE CALL FOR RADICAL FOOD SYSTEMS
TRANSFORMATION TOWARDS MORE HEALTHY ,
FAIR AND SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES BECOMES
LOUDER, CORPORATIONS ARE SEEKING NEW

WAYS TO INFLUENCE PUBLIC POLICY AS
TO PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS.









THE PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC POLICY FORA - DIRECTLY OR
THROUGH FRONT 6ROUPS, PHILANTHROPIES, AND ALLIED
6OVERNMENTS - ALLOWS CORPORATIONS TO DISTRACT FROM THE
ROOT CAUSES OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION AND OBSTRUCT
MEASURES THAT WOULD CURTAIL THEIR POWER AND PROFITS.
IT HELPS THEM SHIFT THE DISCOURSE TOWARDS “TECHNO-FIXES"
THAT ARE BASED ON THE VERY SAME INDUSTRIAL FOOD SYSTEM,
DEEPEN CORPORATE POWER, AND FURTHER MARGINALIZE
SMALL-SCALE PRODUCERS AND COMMUNITIES .



THE DEVELOPMENT OF CROPS WITH ENHANCED NUTRITIONAL
QUALITIES THROUGH BIO-FORTIFICATION (INCLUDING GENETIC
MODIFICATIONY IS HEAVILY PUSHED AS SOLUTION TO
MICRO-NUTRIENT DEFICIENCIES.















CLIMATE-SMART AGRICULTURE AND NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS
ARE FAVOURITE BUZZWORDS THAT ARE OFTEN USED AS A COVER
FOR WHAT AT FIRST SI6HT LOOKS LIKE SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES
BUT - WHEN LOOKING DEEPER- EXHIBITS THE SAME DESTRUCTIVE
MODE OF PRODUCTION.












THE REAL SOLUTIONS THAT ARE
ALREADY PRACTICED BY
COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD
CAN NO LONGER BE I6NORED!









EVERYONE HAS A ROLE TO PLAY IN STRENGTHENING LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS, AND SUPPORTING
THOSE WHO PRODUCE OUR FOOD. WE CAN DO SO NOT ONLY THROUGH OUR INDIVIDUAL
FOOD CHOICES BUT ALSO THROUGH ADVOCACY WITH OUR GOVERNMENTS, INCLUDING LOCAL
6OVERNMENTS. WE MUST CALL ON THEM TO PROTECT PUBLIC POLICY SPACES FROM CORPORATE
INFLUENCE, TO ENSURE THE MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION OF SMALL-SCALE FOOD PRODUCERS AND
OTHER 6ROUPS MOST AFFECTED BY HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION, AND TO PUT IN PLACE POLICIES
AND OTHER MEASURES THAT SUPPORT AND PROTECT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS THAT SUSTAIN NATURE,
CONTRIBUTE TO PEOPLE'S HEALTH, AND FOSTER SOCIAL JUSTICE.

JOIN THE PEOPLE'S AUTONOMOUS RESPONSE
TO THE UN FOOD SYSTEMS SUMMIT:

WWW .FOODSYSTEMS4PEOPLE .OR6/ABOUT-2/
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